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QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH CRITIQUE EXAM 
Grading Criteria

Use the listed criteria to carefully appraise the merits and flaws of the assigned quantitative research article. Please address each question by explaining how the author accomplished the component (see Chapter 14 in Fain for examples). Student’s must critique the journal article assigned by course faculty.  Write the critique in narrative form using APA format and follow the bolded headings below. The body of the critique should be 8 to 9 pages in length (excluding the title and reference pages).

Failure to utilize headings and principles of formal writing style as noted in the APA Manual may result in a loss of additional points. Each bulleted item should be addressed utilizing the proper research terminology proposed in the corresponding chapters and previous assigned course activities.

Submission guidelines for the critique are as follows: 
· Submit the approved assigned full-text research article in LU Learn (Blackboard).
· Submit a finished copy of the critique via the SafeAssign Submission file in LU Learn (Blackboard).

	

	Points Possible
	Lead Student

	Title

(Chapters 13)
	· Does the title accurately describe the type of study? Major variables? Population to which the study applies?
	2
	

	Abstract

(Chapters 13)	
	· Does the abstract clearly and concisely summarize the main features of the report?
	2
	

	Introduction
(Statement of the problem)

(Chapter 4)


	· Is the problem clearly stated with pertinent background information?
· Is there justification for the study?
· Is the problem significant to nursing?
· Is the problem researchable (can data be collected and analyzed)?
	8
	




	Literature Review

(Chapters 3/4)
	· Is the literature cited reviewed critically?
· Are classic as well as current citations used?
· Does the researcher cite supporting as well as opposing studies?
· Is the literature review organized logically? Are there appropriate subheadings?
· Are mostly primary sources included?
· Does the literature review conclude with a summary?
	10
	

	Conceptual/theoretical framework

(Chapter 5)
	· Is there a conceptual model or theoretical framework identified?
· If not specifically identified, is a model or framework implied? 
· Is the conceptual model/framework applicable to the research?
	4
	

	Purpose of the study

(Chapter 4)
	· Is there a purpose statement?
· Is the purpose statement appropriate for the study (declarative statement, research question, and hypothesis?
	2
	

	Research questions/ hypotheses 
(Chapter 6)
	· Are research questions/hypotheses clearly stated?  
	2
	

	Method
(Research design)

(Chapters 4/8)
	· Are relevant variables defined operationally?
· Is the type of research design identified?
· Does the research design fit appropriately according to the variables studied and the purpose of the study? 
	6
	

	Population and sample

(Chapter 7)
	· Are the target and accessible populations described clearly?
· Was the method of choosing the sample (probability versus nonprobability) appropriate? 
· Were inclusion and exclusion criteria used to select subjects for the study?
· Based on the sampling procedures, were there any threats to external validity (generalizability of findings)? If so, does the author acknowledge these threats?
	8
	

	Data collection and measurement

(Chapters 10/11)
	· Are the steps in collecting data described clearly and concisely?
· Are the instruments/scales used to collect data appropriate for the problem and method?
· Are the instruments/scales reliable and valid?
· Are the means of establishing reliability/validity discussed?
· Is each instrument described as to how it was scored? Range of possible scores? What does a high/low score mean? 
	10
	

	Human Subjects

(Chapter 2)
	· Is evidence of human subject review and approval discussed (Institutional Review Board [IRB])?
· Are issues of subject anonymity or confidentiality addressed?
	4
	

	Data analysis

(Chapter 12)
	· Is the choice of statistical procedures appropriate for the methodology proposed?
	4
	

	Findings/results

(Chapter 13)
	· Are the characteristics of the sample described?
· Are the research questions/hypotheses answered separately?
· Do the results, limited to data, reflect the research questions/hypotheses?
· Are generalizations made that are not warranted based on the sample used?
· Are tables, charts and/or graphs used to present data? If so, are they labeled clearly and discussed in the text?
	10
	

	Discussion 
(Interpretation of the findings)

(Chapter 13)
	· Are limitations of the study described?
· Does the researcher relate findings to the problem and purpose of the study?
· Does the researcher state whether study results support or refute previous studies?
· Are there any unexpected (serendipitous) findings?
	8
	




	Implications/
Recommendations

(Chapter 13)
	· Are generalizations made beyond the sample identified in the study?
· Are suggestions/recommendations made by the researcher for nursing practice, education and/or research?
· Are suggestions/recommendations based on the findings of this study?
	3
	

	Summary Assessment
	· Were you able to understand the study?  Was the report written in a manner that makes the findings accessible to practicing nurses?
· Does the study contribute any meaningful evidence that can be used in nursing practice or that is useful to the nursing discipline?  
	2
	

	APA format & Grammar 

	
	10
	

	Peer Evaluation 
	
	5
	

	Total
	
	100
	



4

